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HER LIFE'S SECRET.
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CHAPTER VIHI. ——(loaﬂ'nrl:rm

e ice betweén t.lrexe'ﬂow-tra\ elers
was hroka;.. ‘The, rickety vehicle roljed
on with mud-¢ 'wheels, and| the |
sorry span labored oventheheavy road,
but therd wias no lack ‘of cunvmatlon
*Miss Brax-
ton speedily learned that Harmon Quest
had Jife as a boot-black, and had
ambitions toward ending it a guarter

«“‘Not .that I've advanced very far
“*but
reqf t}rni ﬁ}fth that I pyill strike
u'zauon _fet. and make a
tﬂunmllt ofit.”’
* And in thrn Mr. qu-t was informed
regarding Mfes Braxton’s past, present
and faturg, ;as (fullyy as that very ont-
spoken young lady cho&o to tell.
* Instead of waiting for good fortune
ng to it,”" she
d.. mth & fiash of Ker white teeth*and
t eyes. There was a certain gleam
ghtter about this ynuncr lady “at all
ﬁm. She had't tl wh aside her outer
ings and sat tdvealed, a stylish-
]ook  girl, evehin her ches travel-,
ing dress, her head crowned with u/
mass of feathery, blue-black hair; hQr,
eyes of deepest 'h]nc her complexion of
pure milk-and-rose
‘I am going to it,” she repeated, a
saucy look dimpling her very good-look-
ing face. “I'l tell you all about it,
since \ou have been so very eandid with

d I'am golng to throw myself
on his tender compassion for the sort of
home I was born to grace. He can't
very well turn me out of doors when I
get there, and then—well, and then, I
will follow up my chances when I have
got in the opening wedge.”

“T'll trust you to do it,”” muttered
Mr. Quest. These two people, strangers
to each other and never expecting tb
meet again, were in perfect accord, and
‘talked ™ as familiarly as if ¢ had
known each other half their livhs.

s Any chance of being made the rich
uncle’s heiress? ™ he asked. < Because
I've a penchant for rich heiresses, and
upon my word! it would not take much
to per‘:uade me that I could have apq.u-
chant for you.”

“Not the slichtest chance,’ nml
cloud dimmed the splendor of Mj{
Braxton's countenance. “No, not t
slightest, since he is inconsiderat®
enough to have a daughter and
heiress of his own.
happened now, do you suppose? ™

'f e'coach gave a violent lurch, top-
pled sideways, and then stood still.

** Axles] broke,’’ said the driver, gp-

aring at the door. **Offhorse has zane
F:me and t'other’s cast a shoe. You

11 hev to wa

The distance was tlu:eo mﬂm 'I‘hc
clefide?dtill” dréppld Yin hasdless rain;
of the country road w:
AT Vht the
was no lu ]p for it. Leauntf Miss Brax-
‘tom’s trunk to be Qent aﬂer lpor, thq two
sat out.

SRS g e fodgeing

that train yet," declared Qleﬂa 'But

noth d ha arrived; a
bed:‘nmggg?ﬂ rampplfeatcn mren ough,| at
rthe Jupctionvilie station; full forty min-

utes before the train pulled-in.' -

* iBacha 1ongh1me to Wait,” sighed the
oung lady, W 108€ spirits bad suffered

iram the experience of the morning.

. ¢Not to my -thmking—»—un]t' fm'ty min-
utes till we part forever. q) one
way, and I go the othe?- Q
colour de rose of fashionab a Ii,fe.

’HJ.& lmture room and uaappre-
cumve audience—not that. i
nce to

"

B‘:lﬁ ftté had ordained that these two
were pot.to part in,this way.

@ eut the air.: Miss Braxten fol-
ﬁ'&d cavalier for tx‘ t:l':t:asmn out
the _sloppy’ plst:f d, and

ankle aprnmetl. Unfoertunate, suralf
yon cam X ¥ mhthke » qwtu: journey

n\ﬂ}:’l wilh with Ml “fobstinacy. '

« But—but—they won't be Expecting
me, and I don't know what I will do.™
« All aboard,’’ called: the condm.nor

« Come, sir, nre wu gﬂh'g

Yes, sir, I a Ponded Ml':‘i
Quest, em hshcally ' ¥Q
-n.})h Braxton. ,A en-
thmngh‘ t more or- Jﬁl in my life‘don’t
]'mr" »ap "Aik LA

In the one mstant wlnlo he hesitated

w{th mrrmrhr{rq .; b

What on earth has 'til.,' " -' ’hn irst ﬁ:ll. ‘\.na-&i’of_?lrt't

incoming | was shown into the library of the Oli-

ed audience, but the utmost. helght “of

his e3 1 a
twenty

tefu o y
might. aid materially 1n his wor v ad-

vancement.
bo Mr. Quest had chesen, :md Alexia
3 . e wh

: . B waliPh
ment-and they were whlrled over the
city streets to a massive old mansion,
dingy and somber-looking, where he
gained admittance to ex lain the situa-
tion, while Alexia™ awaitéd thé Tesamt'?
with a dreadful apprehension lest she
should be repulsed.

She had good grounds to fear it.

" nothing bq;y;\ t%

the American Quecn. under the head o
Philadelphia news

‘“Mr. Poawer Oliphsnv has
CPI‘I;"“
wifi
street cirele in the coming season, but dur-
Ing the summer the family will remain in
comparative rellrement.. r. Oliphant has
Just returned from Bpain, where he amaszed
& fortune which hdl is disposed T
among the rnen x‘Ho loFely
accomplished la % i"
\nrk ‘-\O(.'ltlj an
elile of Phil (lphta are to cumrratu
lated upon this acquisition to their number.”

Reading this, with a heart swelling
with m'\, AlexiaFBfaxton made
quuenmj"l&e ld put in' #n
appegrinechia trmncenp Par
melee mansion;” she would demand
some share of the wealth and ad-
vantages which were lavished upon her
fnrtunnte cousin. So she sat down and
wrote the relative whom she had never
seen a characteristie note.

“My Deanr lvcrr oL Ilﬂ\‘\“r*-n(‘]in\ill#
t m m iill in in your he, rr

ur ornr tl orph n daughtergol

r er Emily l am about to go ml

lul or 80 My, ay seem

sirable after you make my Aac laimnncn
Don’t trouble yourself to write. There's only
a tri-weekly mail here, and I shall start before
your letter could reach me,

Look me at
any time after re is,
N.
; pe
sister Uut ct
Alexia, *“'Bug if? he

for it. I can"™ gush on paper. There's
one comfort, if I don't make him c_aml -1
ulate on sight I'm no worse off than be-
fore.”

such ap appear-

But the i ign ¥
am au.\ D@\e]p I nfﬁ
no L8]
rn(t HvaE

them to dt-udt. her fate, she thoucht.
In reality, two minutes had hnr-lly
elapsed before Mr. Quest was back,
with the hall porter to assist him in con-
veying the younz lady within. Mr.
Ollphuul stood in the hall where he huadt=
conducted his interview with Harmon
Quest, a tall, rubicand .nllvman. who

relieved the mmfb art of the %&m. d‘i*p
burden, and (-a Ahe heﬂ ss Founy k ¥
lady to a ¢ hmr in dram (‘Gén ‘ nt pqlg =9
**So this is my -.151 .,e“[d. ﬁﬂk d' 3L1 W g e
good-humoredly. “*And this isthe way [ fl er. did Hot t Y 1
she takes us by storm! Dana. my dear, f:nt;: } 03.“ ;““rih “n,h':" ol ‘
our cousin Alexia. Alexia, your aunt: :gnthin i i‘ BRO, SN
ose. Iam df-hted to you, sir, for| g &0 to h
2he trouble y have .taken., Gan I—) 111':: o 1 e m
that is, if I can be of any service in re- that week in "\u&'nrl\ after tlu-ﬂaml-

turn—""

Thanks, you can do me a favor, Mr.
Oliphant.” promptly responded Mr.’
Quest, while the other was hesitating,

finding it an awkwa hu:l to uﬁ'er
money for the kindne ered
this gentleman in se o.loth:"- “.l

will do myself the pleAsureof calling |
upon you in rc-gard to it at some mun,

t }k&.

t,th !taref.

ugh the open

Few people ever saw this lady with-
out finding some strange and subtle at-
traction in her still lovely face. bu
had an unprecedented efféct upon I 'I!‘-]
mon Quest. 4% B L

His jaw fell, his eyes lmlm'd his hair
faul\ bristled upon his he: ad. No Gor-
gon’s stare could have transfixed him
more coniplepely th 1 the tran ont.
(I I eyes.

»mbodime
uest

an old me rnnr) 1n l)mm. Harmon
had found a ghost in Power Oliphant’s
wife.

The astonished look of his host
brought him back to himself. He
muttered an excuse and departed,
walking away when he gained
the street as 9f the
him, but coming sudde nlv to a full stop
m the middle of a crowded thorough-
ar('

s on-
\mcm \ ‘El i *1
thous
find her out! I 1l get at the bottom of
tPh fn\'st.er\ -——for there is a myste
o, ' Hag b ™
Alexia said her unele had married, now?

' Miss” Rosg {'W)l] Mipssm

Rose Sangerford that was will find

3.4 ressopy § thingptogp mepbpdec.”, .
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Mr. Quest was prompt in keeping
his appointment the next morning. He

phant mansion, and after a few minutes’
waiting was joined there by hig“host:~
"Mv niece has told me the story of

clme down upon one ankle, w"’ awild | vour forfeited engagement,’ said “the
Clutch at-his a#ih &2& a shrill screech latter, guite_at h":men,k through fhis fi""; setiring. ‘Two bmg:% to your
ofvnn ]ad meottification and pain. He |, yledge, “and ¥ “mut " all Wwithin fiye acekg 09 ham
e “a'hetpi hgnd she was up | ¢, 0“rJ'.'Fs = “_n ded is dmag vé \'e
ﬁﬁ lm'@. 'but_pale to, lhe WG‘IQ'W W W I4m not guge e -Even‘oni
§ @nﬁ on hlm hca"ﬁy “ wouldn’t be welcome,” returned m} - I"e‘
‘hobb]ed forw other, * but the trulh 13, Mr. Olipha “I wouldn't fib,”’ said Lex. *“*Dana
wHurt?" he nsked “0Oh, 1 se ()Ihl"\r it in ' mﬁﬁ me ky girl you are.
't-rvate'r ‘return h-m me (a

| my time. The lecture lmame« ism't
proving a fruitful field to me. My hl-
ents, such as they are, lie in quite a chf-
ferent direction. I have the germ of an
idea in my head which may develop
into something more profitable than ten
cent admmpn country village,
g J‘;.mlL it me.t

e Hono ol’ytmrac uaintanée, I'll fe
‘a hundred times re a'id for the small
kindness I was able to render Miss
Braxton.”

The request was made with respéct-

had reviewed the eéase pro
nd?u:fs‘()n theone hand. & diumgt-

ful deferegee, yet Mr. Oliphant Was so-
cretly annoyed by it. -

 Shipta ken ponsefmlnm g was :l:) week after A
:rm ce n re- as \\tn'lnitht.
dnu tegr jvi Er:t 'the ill?n‘i yLme, llmpllﬁ Bo Vga as She‘“ &lkﬂﬂ ‘

wsnt fo nt'l’zphe e‘!wléﬁ'

pick up. That idea I spoke of is to
make a venture in the lxtemry line;
g in the yay

“T must stlpulate that 30(1 don t put
any of us in ae characters,” he said,
smilingly; and thus Mr. Que%t. gained
an entrance to the house of which he
privilege so discreetly as never to ob-
trude himself unpleasantly upon its mas-

dreﬁi'ed noo'k- Here- Mr.” Oli i
p morpings of each week, to

nerally ac-
[ cﬁehls woman-

S [BD

frétimés happened all three
tugether but whether one or all went,
Lex never failed.
She liked the g .h

aired art students who were con-
stantly dropping in, liked to dazzle |
them with her bnn'ht glances and flash-
ing smiles.

- nts were not in society,
but it was by their own choice. O
friends of the family, who remembered
Power Oliphant as a young unmarried ¢

m’bﬂer and the f
1er yet."
xia’s advent.,

or fc)n the first

but none the less sparh ingly bright for
her involuntary seclusion. She was
seated before one of the windows, with

a book in lwr h bt was muchmore

in dressed gadi

!,éwleeme hout. ?
Alexia had bt-cn aceepte qmte as

one of the family, and she felt at home’

already amid the ]nt.uiEus surround-

‘gbtor wqu: had fonged all I;er
’Am M;\-‘lzu

¥ivackt its hrlfhlesﬂ
and the toilets she regarded with crit-
u al eyeswere rr.aplemlunt. with the pale

t‘kbf i F
‘int (=w .sse’ato show
too, p me Dana,” she Shid,with

an’ envious sigh. “It's a\\full\' good
you to stay ;n cr H \ enyou
1rrht he out \\1( st. 1 S@em
know a g ha nw

een here 50 s mrt a tnr.l'b
exchanged bows with nmrl_\ a (lomn

dut lﬂ.\' BOI hu watches; your
artyghe listdns wi sigk facewhen
tell im the 'I'M. ar¢ chgrmed

his » the
an

m‘ln. were ro:uito throw open hospit-

v suppl od the
dl'H .rsion which Miss Braxton craved;
therefore her keen t;n_]avmgnt rif these
morni at the studigo. She hac who
fri dg? ith ‘Mr. Sqehoe ergt,fgrothe
reaxdont artist, who extended the free-
dom of the place; and rummaging
around among his pictures, she came,
one day, upup n unfinished head.
l::i }rv. c; owever, to bring an

B lips,
boroe1 lnoked up frnm the bit of ultra-
marine sky which he was decorating

with a pink eloud.. —
. “Ac Himmel!" he q;n.cu}lted in
ismay. - “Yom haf surprised

your admfrer, Mees Braxton."
“ My admirer?"’
“Lndnuhtvdly He comes profess-

edly, to haf me take thas sketch; in

reality to hear about you.’ !
“« About mef™ Lex echoed.

T haf said it—yaw! He comes the

by ¥ on.’

while she sat here, and as many more
ve looked in f-lll& sbe went awayg "’
- r

We were at one dinner, given b_} an old

2
“Atw illt;l place aid’ vou make your

asked Alexia, wath a mis-

conquest?”’
e is
ns(

(.hll"’ull“ lance. an t
XS A
pl s of
4 o 1

vem no lhc ohject of his searc
e ey
3 swift

ﬂwh of color ll\mﬂ' up into her face.

z m;:m.m Aluu.t" What
is he like?’ — —_—
*Come over and see. HP is going

ed, when Launt Farrington had called

upon them daily at their botel, when he
had chanced- across their routes of
sight-seecing, when the ﬂl'rrhteat encour-
agt;ment d hars.. ma.l e hm;w Qf
their

** Neither papa nor
o muml Duna. "\ul
‘f 31 o

friendly to him,

rhis, t she
g guil l!nd(r
B

Fdﬂwt" that 'T'haﬁ""ﬂ\ m]oﬂ"rﬂ\ -«*ﬂ*
nf your father's invitation right speedi-
he said, as he shook hands. ** My
sntvr for theweek hwxpd tic, dgl X,
and gouldn’s be painted tfugm? sweﬂml
jaw, so T mide my &cape’ availed
myself of the greatest pleasure which
I shut up shop, stuck
) inform my patggns

wias n wn to me
¢ in three 45\\‘1 an

ac ﬂl‘t on the door
t-1 weul h
q:rrk { o—DPara
il and Dars
lour f‘ulur
d. mmh T are ¢ ute wel, I tflist o
k‘ ﬂ(npr ’ﬁl mak-

synonymous te rms to mc
Alexia,

uhnwo presence he su..::h ely seemed to
ob-.pne

hto lwr thr

iphant mmc in at the moment,
1plinnl; m ade his- appearance |
I:m'r. and Mr. Marqutq staid to dinner,
staid for the evening, and made-his
udmuﬂ‘:, clock struclale
sm’m Lgs
trait,”” he said nmtv “If you say
you want it done, Mr. thhsnt, I'il

Cap e Hhei M‘Eﬁﬂmsﬁ o 0

YR R L FATY
Oli t b ¥

foﬁg'la MR TR ek b pp Akt 4P BB 1 &

wif h

e th VA s g} AR ﬁﬁha“i'u“i“ﬁf;

't'ewe'd his cummlﬂsmn for the portrait
on the followidfg day.” & . 3L

“ And for a young lady whu has had
e made remark-

Alexia, as the girls talked together be-

splendid home, in
difg" dondy, (0l N4

‘ﬁ Iorer % 1 were ’ﬂlspbse To

env_y any one in this Wnrld I would

)3 80 1 et—— -
Everything to make her happv’ Yes,

surely she had. Yet Dana was not so

brichf asa ha irl ought
4 } ntff_lp PRY. girl oug

Mr Marquis lost: ttmbld-ﬁe;ﬁnni.n{
his work. He en a corner in a
friend's studio,

a vast, aki-llghted
spartment wmp innumerabfe Mights of

jouyne fellow and a pretty girl, one
.;_ ﬂnﬁi and the6ther favorable, and it
-1 “"55“1* n.“ Mr. Mm: voice broke the
ﬁ L1 ntll the last mo-
aligare ent Id -\‘ua!k
ome ead Ie-

she thought.
F"* @b‘ _encou jh e’lllnot be any chance when ﬁr
i ﬂIma Ky.u.icomew upon the scene.”

nis!
gt!ﬂ so a‘ppré- s

n‘dﬂcﬂmh Et)t;!a‘q,ed ﬁoemd lmy made, grain

“Then you tell lmn the most unwar-'
nted fllwhuo : d Lex, but with
of absolute de-
ade a conquest,

e a conguest, to
1 lover, just now
f Alexia's exist-

ence.
.In the half-limned features she recog-
nized the gentleman whose glances had
been directed so persistently toward the

wmdm in “'dnut street. Had he
en a herself instead
hm , a8 ghe then sup-

It dld not require much erall'lslon to
induce Lex to think so. Schoen-
I.K.‘I';_"FT saw that he had madt. an im-
pression, and enlarged upon his theme.
He was one of those benevolent beings
who seem put into the world to smooth
the path for other people; given a fine

was quite in his line toencourage their
sefitimental fancies.

%Y our uncle has an appointment with
a friend at the (.,Olounade Miss Brax-

turn for | you, 1 shul[ be hnppy to accom-
pany you.”
“ Thanks, I'll wait,”” said Alexia, but
changed hPr mind ten minutes after-
ard e I must go right home and tell
ahout it,”

[TO BE CONTINUED.]
f_—-C‘-_

-'&he Wome:i i& the Fields.

m, women working

n lm Il&e many:Ruths or Am-
a? % unﬁ: td he f “in ‘the coun-
i Pn ,I\uui'hu n#a.nd Ayr,
are p(‘(‘llll arly characferis “ the
Lothians, and they adda qumnt color
to the landscape, with their large shades
or “uglies” prejecting from their eir-
cular «lraw hats, which have been cov-
ered by their own hands with pieces of
print, usually of a delicate color, such
as pale yellow, P'ﬂe pink, or pale blue.

The namae “ugly”’ was m ou given
by a tc n in cofite t the
headdres h the ks coal-
scuttle’ hat reqe'mble £} pletur-

esque with lovely brown faei's. and
throws out the deep, heavy eyes which
open-air life gives to all. Their short
kilted petticoats are gray and weather-
stained, and the shawls sbout their
strong shoulders are the strongest eol-

le they wear. It mav be that
no woman enjoys the open-air work,
but for the stirring, high-tilled fat'ms

women workers are necessa

y feed ttle an ele-an
he majority ¢
ryond th:rt}

All cnuntrv women can not
domestic servants or seamstresses, but.

e o v
any ‘Iafn{mﬁil?n '{h’“'i- lass with

' dofit.” field of
men gg

women, children of the plow,
A “bloused with health-and
rﬁaﬂ. ﬂram and labor,”” working to-
THe red fen land, tells you
e;o&s‘;x_g is the hold the farm and
k here fmve on the family life,
and the high cultivation shows the ne-
cessity for woman-labor on this hi h-
rented land. It is a most ancient - sight
a fine grouped scene, which for eaS\
rustic movements, swe'gt', Jopen-air beau-
ty and freshness am tender tints
of sto field clo c#in hardly be
4nrpasse( quen hnve wrought on
» {ie1d% since'the ‘#6od; “women will
work till the end of the chapter as long
as seed has to be sown, turnips have to

reay s [liffed, “the land

eafed, and * wrack’’ guthered. and

&re are Aot ' ment and- boys- endugh in
the parish for the work. It is at the:f
same time a striking fact that the
hind’s daughters are dually allow-
ing the Highland or Irish women to do
all thes field labor. —Longman 8 Maga-

2t BT S Thlate s
—The New England quohaug, o1
round clam, has been naturalized on
ecoastpf England by transplanti
{}l D.. Brandreth, an American in b:g-

stgirs, but subdivided J:y screens aad |
‘uftains‘into more thn sone charmigg

Qesp’:[Liverpogl. sowed the seed.

Svho

.as a

Suggestive &w-

The correspondence betweeén ex-Con-

gssman

Dezendorf, of Virginia, and
Chandler, of the Navy De-

1rtment recalls to mind the electo

aud of 1876.
Chandler who
which resulted
ing-in of Hayes, the defea
'Ior Preudeﬁt. It was he who managed
the villainy of the Florida Ret
“Board and a:r;;:iged with the scound i

per it for their 3:3 in

rpetra

It was William E.
lanned the conspiracy
n the frand count-
“candidate

;appointments to Federal ‘offices by the |

‘fraudulent
common d

Prtsld.ent. So offensive’ to
ecency were his methods! in

that atrocious polmcal werime cand | so
generally disreputable was his Bamc:er

iti¢ian that when ex-Presid¢nt’

-Garfield appointed- him. Solicitor of the
Dopartﬂwnt of Justice the Uni f es
| Sennte rejected the appoin th

And

~the ¥otes of “the most prominent Re-
“publican Senators recorded in the n
tive.
come the head of a
Tand who sits af “the coumcil board tf
Y¥resident who pretends to execute the
Jdaw for a reform of-the Givil Service.

b« Small wonderis it -that the Repu 1c-
an  ex-Congressman °from Yirgi

this is the man who has
d nrtmeut,

should find cecasion to complain o Lhe

abuse of the Federal

ference in local elections by the N 'sry

Department, and still less surpri

that his complaint to the unscmpnlous

becretar%w met with contempt and de-
1

Tision
pected_of

tous order,

at else could have been ex-
William E. Chandler? We

Mr. Schoen- |, not gather grapes from thorns nor
ﬁ from thistles.
?:11 concerfied aboyt
1 He is a statesman of th

Nor is Mr. Chandler.

ublic opinion.
pachyderma~

whose sensibilities could not

be touched with a whip of scorpions.
He triumphs in iniquity and glories; in,
shame. For, whatis political honesty

to him since he attained his present sfa-
tion in spite of the opposition of thdse

who believe in public as well as prn{a.te'

integrity.

But while Mr. Chandler, nat havﬁng
any character to lose, may despise ant-
icism and defy his, critics,

somewhat
thur.

thé case tis
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